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Hello, everyone,

This is my first article for 2009. Last year | went to
America in the winter, but this year | plan to stay in
Japan. | want to see Japans New Year traditions.

In America, Christmas and New Years Eve are important
events. On Christmas, many families gather together,
share a meal and exchange gifts. Christmas was very
important in my family. When | was young, my parents
and | lived far away from my grandparents and other
relatives. We could not visit often, but we visited every
year during Christmas.

New Years Eve is also celebrated by many people in
America. In Japan, people have bonenkai, forget the
year parties. Japanese people have parties to say
goodbye to the last year. In America, we have parties
to welcome the new year.

[t is still winter, but | am already looking forward to
setsubun and hanami in the Spring. With that, this
years first article is finished. Enjoy the good parts of
winter, and spring will come soon /

Jared Christman
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