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June 6, 2011

Hello, friends!! Rainy season has started, and the
commute to and from work on my bike has become
slightly more‘adventurous. The first typhoon of the
season happened during this year's annual touch
rugby tournament.

Yes, that's right---the Nara JETs have a touch
rugby team! We are called the Nara Knights and have
matching uniforms. Every year there is a tournament
in Tokushima, Shikoku that we participate in. At the
tournament, we play against teams from around
Japan. This year there was even a team that came
all the way from Australia to compete. Sans the
rain, it was a fun weekend. My team did really well.
We finished 3-1 and would've competed in the top
bracket if second day of games wasn't canceled due
to rain.

Although | had a general notion of what rugby
was before coming to Japan, this was the first time
playing the sport. | grew up watching American
football, so in the beginning it was hard for me to
get used to rugby. The ball is different, the tactics
are different and the rules are different. One of
the hardest concepts for me fully grasp was that
in rugby you are only allowed to throw the ball to
someone who is in back of you. In American football,
it is the opposite where a forward pass is one of
the main methods of successfully moving the ball
towards the goal line. With practice, | eventually got
used to the differences and have come to love the
sport. | still prefer American football, but | have come
to like touch rugby a lot as well. marissa
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