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Hello, everyone! During Golden Week, | traveled with
Hokkaido ALT, Spencer, to visit our mutual college friend
Ryan in Korea. Ryan, if you remember, visited Japan in
February and currently lives and teaches elementary
school English in Seoul.

Since | was younger, Korea has always been one of
the countries that | wanted to visit. | grew up eating
Korean food in Hawaii, my parents love Korean dramas,
and | studied Korea’ s international contemporary cultural
impact in college. | always wanted to see for myself what
life was like there. | loved it. The food was delicious and
everything was really cheap. | was particularly surprised to
discover that my Korean abilities are far more extensive
than | originally thought.

One of the days of our trip, Spencer, Ryan and | went
hiking and climbed to the highest peak of Mt.Bukhansan,
a national park near Seoul. Apparently, hiking has become
a popular hobby in Korea. Everyone we passed on the trail
was completely equipped with the latest hiking shoes,
jackets, backpacks, and walking sticks. In comparison,
we felt extremely underdressed---particularly me, in the
500yen shoes | had bought from Life. Although we took
a harder trail, the hike in itself wasn't too bad, just very
steep, and there was one difficult section at the very top
where you are literally rock climbing. Once we reached the
peak, the view of Seoul and the surrounding mountains
was extremely gorgeous. | felt an amazing sense of
accomplishment. It was a great experience!/ )

Marissa
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