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Hello, everyone! Hope you have all been well /

As promised, this month's entry is going to be
about my first Japanese Valentine's Day! There are
a few cultural differences between Valentine's Day
in the U.S. and Japan. In America, Valentine Day is a
romantic holiday. The focus is on couples. Therefore,
everyone, male or female, can give and/or receive
tokens of affection on Valentine's Day. Plus, there is
no concept of White Day. Everything happens solely
on February 14th. And, although chocolate is one
of the more popular gifts on Valentine's Day, there
is greater variety of presents given, like roses or
greeting cards. Therefore, making chocolates is not
Very common.

This being said, Neetha, the ALT who works at
Shimoichi JHS, and | really wanted to celebrate
Valentine's Day the ‘Japanese’ way and decided
to make ‘giri’ chocolate to give to other male JET
friends who work in Yoshino-gun. This was the first
time either of us had made chocolate before, so
we were not sure of how to do it. We settled on
the simplest method of melting the chocolate in a
double boiler, piping it into molds, then letting the
chocolate harden in the freezer. We even found a
mold at Daiso that hilariously said ‘Giri Choco on
it. The end results were awesome! The chocolate
looked so pretty and we wrapped it in cute boxes.
Trr]we frie”nds we gave it to were really happy and ate
them all/

Next year, we plan on trying to make different
kinds of ‘giri’ chocolate.

Marissa
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