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Happy Valentine's Day, everyone/

The first weekend of this past month | traveled
up to Sapporo. | was looking forward to this trip
for a long time 1) because | wanted to visit my
Hokkaido ALT friends, Spencer from last time and
my orientation roommate, Keri, 2) because, Ryan,
a mutual college friend of mine and Spencer who
teaches English in Korea, was going to finish his
trip around Japan in Sapporo, and 3) because |
always wanted to go to the Sapporo Snow Festival.

[t wasn't my first time to Hokkaido but it was
my first time being there during winter. It truly is a
‘Snow Country’/ Everything was covered in white
and in some places snow was piled up more than
a meter high. Surprisingly, it wasn’'t as cold as
| thought it was going to be, but | did take extra
care to bundle up well while | was there.

It was a lot of fun / Another one of Spencer's
friends from our university, Edwin, who is from Hong
Kong, also came. We got to do a lot of Hokkaido
winter things. For example, we ate Jingisukan at
the Sapporo Beer Factory, went snowboarding
in Otaru, soaked for a while in an outdoor onsen
surrounded by snow, and got to walk around in a
blizzard at the Snow Festival. We even got to show
Ryan and Edwin a little bit of Japanese-style fun,
singing some karaoke and taking a few purikura. It
was a great weekend/

Next time | will tell you about my chocolate
making adventures/

Marissa
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