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Hello Everyone /

How was your New Year's ? | heard Oyodo had a
crippling amount of snow while | was away. Although
| would have liked to see the town in white, I'm glad
it all melted by the time | had to walk from Koshibe
Station to my apartment when | got back to Japan.

During this past winter break, | went to three South
East Asian countries with two other Nara JETs.
My friend from college, Spencer, who is a Hokkaido
JET, also joined us for a part of the trip. Outside of
visiting Japan (which | had done twice before moving
here last August), this was my first time traveling
internationally and my first time backpacking. The
weather was warm and sunny. | wore shorts for the
most part of our travels. Everything went extremely
well and it was relatively smooth sailing the whole
trip.

One thing that surprised me was my ability to blend
in---in EVERY country we went to. It was amazing
how often | was mistaken by the locals as a local.
In Thailand, all our waitresses asked if | was Thai. In
Cambodia, a ticket booth lady for Angkor Wat was
going to let me in for free because she thought |
was Cambodian. In Vietnam, people would talk to
me in Vietnamese and be genuinely surprised that
when | didn't understand. It happened so frequently
that my friends started calling me "Miss South East
Asia”.

Little things like this made the trip extremely
memorable. Anyway, till next time /

Marissa
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