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Happy New Year, Everyone!

Winter is here / The heaters are on in all of the
classrooms and | always wear at least 4 layers
of clothing when | go outside. | hope you all had
a fantastic holiday season with your family and
friends. For me, this is the first year | will not be
in Hawaii for Christmas and New Year. Instead of
going home, | will be spending the winter vacation
traveling in South East Asia with a couple of my
Nara JET friends. By the time you all read this, |
might still be in Cambodia or Vietnam.

Christmas is an important time of the year in
America. If | had to compare it to a holiday in Japan,
| would say Christmas holds the same meaning to
Americans that New Year does to Japanese people.
During Christmas, my entire family gathers, eats
together, and exchanges presents. There is a lot
of laughter and good conversation. It's one of my
favorite times of the year.

Although New Year is generally less important in
America, because there is a lot of Asian influence
in Hawaii's local culture, New Year's Eve is widely
celebrated in Hawaii. | actually love New Year's
more than Christmas as there is always a big party
at my house. Throughout the night, we pop a lot of
fireworks, eat delicious food, and drink champagne
(or apple cider for the kids) at midnight to toast to
the New Year. I'm sad that | will have missed it this
year. It's always so much fun /

Next time, | will share a story from my trip/ Please
look forward to it /

Marissa
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